This plot is about fifty percent factual information, fifty percent original story. Ryo, you see, has a much greater story surrounding him than what we see in the Tamers series. He makes a few very tiny cameos in “Digimon: The Movie” and two episodes of season two, and in Japan, he is the star of the Digimon video game series, which expands and tells the full version of his story, showing how he can exist in two different universes and what other wackiness he gets up to.

The main purpose of this story is to share Ryo’s full story with the UK audience. The young target audience will have no knowledge of this, and so I’m trying to spread a little info. :) It is set before Ryo meets the other Tamers.

I’ve written this using the same sort of outline of the script for “The Missing Lynx” that you sent me. But rather than just do a rough plot, I kinda found myself mapping the pages out in my head... it’s the artist in me! I can’t help it! :)

PAGE ONE

I see this in my head as being a three panel page – the first two panels are narrow, and span the width of the page, each taking up about a quarter of the page’s height (i.e., together they’re taking up half the page). The third panel is taking up the remaining half of the page.

First panel: We open up on the desert plan of the Digital World. The Earth-globe is visible in the sky. There’s a sandstorm blowing, and, obscured by the sand, are the silhouettes of RYO and CYBERDRAMON. The narration caption ought to say something like: “The physical layer of the Digital World.”

Second panel: Same image, but Ryo and Cyberdramon are closer to the “camera,” still obscured. The narration caption follows on from the last panel, saying something like: “A place where no human has set foot...”

Third panel: Big zoom in on Ryo and Cyberdramon, filling the panel as the sandy winds blow around them. Ryo’s in front of Cyberdramon, and holds an arm up to shield his eyes, but without obscuring his face to us as an audience. No sense in doing a big establishing shot of the character if you can’t see his face! The narration follows on: “...UNTIL NOW!” In a thought bubble, Ryo – ever clichéd! - wonders: “How did I get myself into this?!”

I see the title going at the bottom of his panel. I’m normally fairly good at coming up with titles, but right now, I’m blanking. Maybe “A SENSE OF PURPOSE!” or “A LEGEND IS BORN!” You’re good at these, John, help me out here! ;)

PAGE TWO

This page is where we start telling the story of Ryo’s past. It’d just be a series of different images, linked together by text captions of Ryo narrating and telling us his tale.

One idea I have of how it could be depicted is with the images in and/or around a full-page image of Ryo’s head. I’ve attached some pictures of examples of this kinda layout from an issue of “Avengers” and “Spider-Man” to this mail, to show you what I mean by this.

I’m taking it upon myself to write Ryo’s text here, because, y’know, you’re a wonderful human being, and all, John, but I know you don’t know ANY of this stuff. ;)

The first of the memory-images is of MILLENNIUMMON, as Ryo thinks “I don’t come from the Earth they think I do. I’m from another dimension... where my first adventure with Digimon was when Tai’s Agumon and I teamed up to fight the evil Digimon, Millenniummon!”

The next image is of the young version of KEN ICHIJOUJI, from season two – NOT the normal, eleven-year-old version that we see in the series, but a short, younger Ken, who can be seen in flashbacks in season two episode 23, “Genesis of Evil.” Ryo thinks: “But that wasn’t the last time I saw ol’ Millie... he came back, and Ken Ichijouji and I worked together to defeat him again!” A footnote should probably go here to tell the readers that this can be seen in Ken’s flashbacks in the TV episodes, “Genesis of Evil” and “Invasion of the Daemon Corps.”

Next image is of MOON=MILLENNIUMMON, another form of Millenniummon’s. Ryo stands in front of him in a battle stance. Ryo’s thoughts: “He just didn’t know to when to quit, though – he came back in a new form: Moon=Millenniummon!”  New caption: “I’d been trained by Azulongmon to get ready for his return – but when I had him on the ropes, he got sneaky!”

Final image for this page is of Ryo spiralling around inside a vortex. “He tore open a portal in time, and hurled me back to the ancient past of the Digital World!”

In the latter two images, Ryo is NOT dressed in his Tamers outfit. Can’t stress that enough. Continuity and precision are important! :) See my note at the end of this document.

PAGE THREE

Continuing on with more of Ryo’s memories for the top part of this page.

The first image is of him and MONODRAMON in front of a glowing light. Ryo’s thoughts: “In the past, I met Monodramon, and ENIAC, the world’s first computer, which created the Digital World! ENIAC explained that there were many different Digital Worlds and Earths, and that Millenniummon was trying to conquer them all!” The light that Ryo and Mono stand in front of in the image is the representation of ENIAC, so you know. It’s a simple globe of light.

Next image is of XEEDMILLENNIUMMON. Ryo’s thoughts: “We battled with Millenniummon in his final form – XeedMillenniummon – but the only way he could be stopped was for Monodramon to force a DNA Digivolution between the two of them!”

Finally, we’ve got an image of Monodramon and XeedMillenniummon’s heads, set adjacent to one-another, slightly overlapped. “Together, they became...”

Back to real-time, with a panel, as Ryo looks up at Cyberdramon, thinking:  “...Cyberdramon!” He continues in another bubble: “I wound up on a different Earth to where I started, where Digimon was a cartoon and game... I tried to find a place, a purpose there... made a reputation as a card player... but the part of Cyberdramon that’s Millenniummon makes him hard to control, and so, I’ve had to bring him here!”

There really, REALLY needs to be a footnote here that says:

“It all happened in the Japanese Digimon video game series – and now you know the full story too!”

Now, all this stuff is the factual, video-game storyline. I have, however, greatly simplified it to fit it into a page-and-a-bit, and to make it easier to understand. Moving on...

Next, we go close on Ryo, as he looks down at the ground, and says (not thinks) “So... what am I doing here? I’ve got no purpose being in this world!”

Lastly, we take a long shot of the desert. Cyberdramon and Ryo on the left. They both look up in shock as an explosion is seen off in the distance – a good long way away. One of your KRAAAAAKAAABADOOOOOMM!!!!!!!!!!!!! noises here, John ;).

Ryo: “What the--?!”

Cyberdramon bares his teeth and snarls (growly SFX!) then says something to the tune of: “I sense an opponent!”

Ryo thinks: “I know Cyberdramon loves to fight... but... it can be dangerous to indulge him... but if innocent people... Digimon... are in trouble....”

PAGE FOUR

Before we do anything, gotta have a caption in the top left, as Ryo completes his sentence – “...then I guess I’ve got no choice!” This caption goes in the corner of the a big panel, like, maybe half the page. In the panel, Cyberdramon and Ryo arrive at the explosion scene (still in the desert, obviously – a big charred blast ring in the sand is all that’s needed), and stare up at the cause of it – a very mean-looking METALTYRANNOMON! In the beast’s clenched hands, lifted above the ground are a GOTSUMON and a MUSHROOMON. Growling SFX from MetalTyrannomon in this panel as he looks down at Cyberdramon and talks about how he senses a power within him, realises that he’s been to the real world, and vows that he’ll load his data so he can go there himself.

(MetalTyrannomon, Gotsumon and Mushroomon are purely incidental, you could replace them with pretty much anything you felt like.)

I see the next two panels being side-by-side, underneath the big panel, filling up the rest of the page.

Second panel: Dynamic shot of Ryo as he points forward into the “camera,” and Cyberdramon takes to the air, flying over him. Cyberdramon snarls: “Oh yeah?!” or something defiant like that, as Ryo barks: “I don’t think so! Let’s do it, Cyberdramon!”

Third panel: As Cyberdramon bears down on MetalTyrannomon, Ryo slashes a Power Modify Card. “Digi-Modify! Power, activate!”

PAGE FIVE

I’m seeing the traditional six-panel page, here.

First panel: Cyberdramon slashes his claws through the air, and roars: “DESOLATION CLAW!” with energy leaping from his fingertips. MetalTyrannomon roars back at him.

Second panel: Tiny explosions erupt all over MetalTyrannomon‘s body (see episode 28, “Blame it on Ryo,” for how this - Cyberdramon’s Desolation Claw - should look!) as he screams in defiance. The whole “this cannot be,” “this is impossible” deal.

Third panel: Ba-boom, baby! MetalTyrannomon is blown into itty bitty data bits.

Bridging the third and fourth panel is a speech bubble from Ryo (with the pointer aimed at the fourth panel) as he remarks, “Easy as pie,” “That didn’t take much,” or something dry-cool-action-hero-wit-like of the same style. You know, to emphasise that MetalT was just a big pantywaist, and that the fact he just got nuked in three panels *isn’t* because I’m low on room. ;)

Panel four: The Gotsumon and Mushroomon rush up to Ryo, who turns his head as they do so. He make a “huh?” grunt, and they start to heap praise on him – you know the drill, “You saved us!” “Thank you!” etc – then they ask: “What’s your name?” A bit bemused, he tells them.

Panel five: Cyberdramon lands behind Ryo. Cue more guff from Mushy and Gotsu, in the vein of “Hooray for Ryo, the protector!” Ryo chews the word over, and thinks that maybe he’s found his purpose after all!

Panel six: Ryo centred in the panel, with Cyberdramon off to the side. Ryo strikes a pose – hands on hips, jaw set, the whole nine yards. He’s set against the background of the Earth-globe in the sky behind him. He’ll deliver one of his truly cheesy lines to close out the story, saying something like: “I’ll protect the innocents of the Digital World against all the dangers that might threaten them! And maybe by doing that... I’ll find my place here, too!”

Closing caption: THE END... AND THE BEGINNING!

Ryo’s DOES give off a whiff of the ol’ cheddar, doesn’t he?

Anyway... that’s about the size of it. I can see the Doodlers needing reference for the Earth globe, the young Ken, Ryo’s other clothes for the memory images, Millenniummon, Moon=Millenniummon and XeedMillenniummon, as they’re fairly obscure things (Mille was in roughly two seconds of the cartoon, and his other forms weren’t at all), but I’ve got images in the event of such a thing. I guess I’m a perfectionist! Who knew? :)

